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Molluscs

molluscus= soft
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PROTOSTOME
1 Blastopore becomes mouth, anus forms secondarily
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» The visceral mass is the portion containing:
— Digestive organs
— Circulatory organs
— Respiratory organs
— and reproductive organs
— Mantle
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Although a countercurrent exchange system is
not unique to molluscs, this is the first phylum
to have this type of circulatory system.
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Mollusc shell schematic
Shells of most molluscs (including, all

gastropods and bivalves) have: 1, Molluse Shell quers

A thin, outer organic layer
(periostracum)

A thin, innermost calcareous layer *
(nacreous layer)

And, a thick, calcareous middle <
layer (prismatic layer)
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colorful marine nudibranchs, which advertise
their poison or poor taste to predators.
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Figure 16-33
Life cycle of oysters. Oyster larvae swim about for approximately 2 weeks before settling down for
attachment to become spats. Oysters take about 4 years to grow to commercial size
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Figure 16-39

Eye of a cuttlefish (Sepia). The structure of cephalopod eyes shows a high degree of convergent
evolution with eyes of vertebrates.
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